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A Standard for Classification Indices

A classification scheme may contain one or more indices. Each index consists of
terms that refer to one or more classes in the classification scheme. A term
consists of an essential part that determines the classification code and may also
contain non-essential parts, which do not affect coding. In some cases, a term is
extended by one or more other terms, which together index one or more other
classes. In other cases, the term (also) refers to other terms, that actually index
one or more classes.

An index is typical for printed documents. Electronic documents are searched
easily on individual terms. Word complexes are harder to find. In the case of
classifications, the standard PC search functions are not sufficient. Indices to
classifications are carefully constructed in order to guide the reader to the most
appropriate codes. As such the index is a kind of knowledge base which implicitly
represents part of the coding rules.

A quick scan on a variety of health related classification schemes has revealed
that there is quite a diversity in indices found in the printed editions. Organisation
of the index is not always strictly logical. Also the format is not always explicit
and consistent. The example from ICD10:

-placenta (with hemorrhage) 072.0
--without hemorrhage 073.0

is easy to interpret by humans, but difficult to understand for machines.

The ICD9-CM goes further and also mixes traditional indices with tables, and
explicit coding instructions.

Due to this diversity and complexity the Taskforce decided not to include indices
in the CEN/TS 14463 (ClaML) standard. It is also not included in the proposed
revision prEN 14463 which is now open to comments until 27" of September
(See http://ww.who-fic.nl/documents/claml.html if you are interested in being
involved in the revision process).

In line with ClaML we propose to start an activity within the WHO-FIC network
to develop a representation format for indices of classifications (CliML). This
format could be submitted for integration in ClaML at a later stage. A preliminary
study on this topic has been done in 2003 in collaboration with the colleagues at
DIMDI.

For information:
Pieter E. Zanstra, member of the WHO-FIC CC - NL terminology team,
TerminologyTeam@who-fic.nl
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Editorial

This is an unusual version of our
newsletter: one contribution
concerning a general classification
issue ““A standard for classification
indices”; a few contributions
concerning related members of the
WHO-FIC such as 1SO9999 and
ICECI; and finally information around
ICF conferences and other ways of
sharing information, including lots of
ICF references. Light mental food for
our readers to digest during the
coming months. We will prepare a
longer newsletter version in autumn
after the annual WHO-FIC network
meeting 2006 in Tunis.

For information concerning the annual
WHO-FIC network meeting 2006, see
http://www.who.int/classifications/netw
ork/meeting2006/en/index.html.

A pilot study on the structured
collection of information relating to
ICF implementation, education and
related electronic tools has been
carried out on behalf of the involved
WHO-FIC committees. The results and
follow-up will be showed during the
annual WHO-FIC meeting 2006. The
electronic form for information
collection will be available and the
database will be accessible in the near
future through the website of our
centre www.rivm.nl/who-fic

We wish you a pleasant summer/winter
2006!

International
Organizations

WHO-FIC Network

Inquiry on the use of ICECI

Extract from the report on the use of
ICECI.

The ICECI is a member of the World
Health Organisation’s Family of
International Classifications. It has
been developed to be used to record
injuries all over the world. To gain
insight in the use of ICECI or parts of
it, a questionnaire has been developed
to get this insight in the use of ICECI
on an international level. The
information from the questionnaire
will help us (and you) to exchange
knowledge and experiences between
(potential) users and to further explore
improvements in ICECI and its use.

The questionnaire has been pre-
structured to facilitate the processing
of information into an informative
data-structure format in the same
manner as for the collecting of
information on ICF.

The questionnaire and an explanatory
letter were sent to (Epidemiologic)
Research Centres, Hospitals,
Universities, Insurance Companies,
:National Institutes and Health Centres
all over the world, known to be
involved or interested in information in
injuries in the period of January —
February 2006.

The returned and completed forms
were entered into an electronic
structure, similar to the structure of the
Questionnaire in an electronic
(ClaML) format, allowing easy access
and an online search functions in
CBrowser.

Results

We received 15 forms and 7 emails
with unstructured information.

10 Completed forms were received
from: Singapore, China, Indonesia,
Switzerland, the United Kingdom,
Canada, Argentine and Columbia (3).

Five forms with minimal information
were received from Germany, Norway,
Canada (2), and the USA. One of the
forms only mentioned not to make use
of ICECI..

Unstructured reactions by E-mail were
received from Hungary, Canada, New
Zealand, Chile, Colombia and one of
unknown origin. These reaction were
all about not using ICECI. A Dutch E-
mail mentioned that ICECI was an
important classification used for
developing the EU Injury Database
(IDB) Coding Manual.

The ICECI-Info framework could be
filled with 14 items on Use of ICECI, 9
items on Use of elements of ICECI, 13
items on Translation of ICECI, and 13
on Conversion, Implementation and
General Questions on use of ICECI.

It is still planned to have the French
and Portuguese translation ready this
year.

Through the users questionnaires it
turned out that ICECI is also translated
into Norwegian, while a German and
Indonesian translation is planned.

The information has been organised
showing the affiliation of the
submissions, within the items of the
framework. All the information from
the questionnaires has been processed
into ClaML format and is now
available for online browsing.

More in detail information will be
presented at the WHO-FIC Network
meeting in Tunesia.

For information:

Drs Huib Ten Napel, Dpt Head Dutch
WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre, Phone:
+31 30 274 20 39, E-mail:
huib.ten.napel@rivm.nl

Saakje Mulder PhD MSc, Research
Director Consumer Safety Institute
S.Mulder@consafe.nl
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FIC around the
World

Australia

Improving information on
disability and functioning

The Australian Collaborating Centre
(Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare) organized last February in
Sydney, Australia, a two days forum
entitled “Improving information on
disability and functioning, a forum for
people who need, use or develop
information”. The titles of the sessions
and the amount of presentations show
how much the ICF is accepted and
used in Australia. We mention the
titles of the sessions as an indicator for
the issues presented and discussed: ICF
and international developments; ICF
across specialty areas; measuring
health and disability in surveys; the
environment and participation —
research and development of these
components of the ICF; measurement
and data capture in service delivery
and information systems; ICF and
connecting with what matters;
rehabilitation, compensation and aged
care; the ICF, sharing information and
some challenges; ICF in rehabilitation.
We expect the presentations to be
posted at www.aihw.gov.au .

For information:
Ros.madden@aihw.gov.au

North America

NACC meeting 2006

Last June the North American
Collaborating Centre (NACC)
organized its 12" annual ICF meeting
in Vancouver Canada entitled Living
in our environment: the promise of
ICF”. Several interesting contributions
(papers and posters) relating to social
and physical environmental factors
(subjective and objective
measurement) have been presented,
including one special session devoted
to oral health and the environment.
Other plenary or concurrent sessions
were dealing with topics such as: ICF

in surveys; social policy and the
European Union; rights, rehabilitation
and disability; ICF Children and
Youth; ICF in clinical practice; ICF
through the stages of life. The power
point presentations of the meeting are
available at:
http://www.icfconference.com/prog_pr
es.html

and papers will be available at
http://www.icfconference.com/

NACC meeting 2007

Information concerning the NACC
meeting 2007 (Niagara Falls, NY,
USA) is to be found at
http://cirrie.buffalo.edu/icf/icfconferen
ce.html

ICF Community of Practice

A new activity relating to the ICF has
been started: a Community of Practice
(COP). This is a group of people who
share a common concern or passion for
an activity and attempt to do it better
through interacting regularly. The ICF
Forum-CORP is an interactive venue
dedicated to fostering online threaded
discussion of various ICF topics
suggested by the moderator. Present
topics include: clinical applications
with ICF-based assessment tools;
clinical applications with cross-
mapping ICF; survey applications; use
of technology in processing electronic
health records; reliability and validity
studies; Activity and Participation, the
four WHO options; convergence and
integration; education; formal
coursework and CME education;
training tools and techniques, training
and coding; policy; assistive
technology; environmental assessment
and issues; ICF-CY:; life cycle and
ICF; needed research.

Your suggestions, ideas, comments
and participation are welcome.

For information:
http://cirrie.buffalo.edu/icf/cop

John Stone, manages the overall direction
of the COP, jstone@buffalo.edu

Paul Placek, manages message threads and
discussions, pjplacek@verijzon.net
Marcia Daumen, responsible for web
architecture, daumen@buffalo.edu

NACC ICF clearing house

A somewhat longer existing way of
sharing information around the ICF is
the newsletter of the NACC ICF
clearing house. A monthly newsletter
is being sent to all participants on the
mailing list for free. The newsletters
are to be found as well on the website.

For information:
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/about/otheract/ic
d9/icfactivities yr06.htm

The Netherlands

Collection of comments on ISO
9999-ICF cross-references

A draft version of the cross references
between the Error! Reference source
not found. (ISO/FDIS
9999:2005(E).2) is now available for
comments. For this purpose the
secretariat of 1SO (NEN) in
collaboration with the Dutch WHO-
FIC Centre has processed the ISO
9999 text document into electronic
format (ClaML) and from this central
document into a Request For
Comments (RFC) document.

The collection of comments works on
the principle of personalised
documents and a central moderator
providing direct personal feedback.
This means that all persons who are
requested to comment on a document
or want to participate in this process,
have to be known and registered by the
central moderator. These persons will
receive a personalised RFC document
which is uniquely identified by the
Dutch Centre.

For the collection of comments on
documents, the Dutch WHO-FIC
Collaborating Centre has a web based
Response Service. By means of this
Response Service comments are
collected in one central pointand in a
structured way through a web-
interface.

Comments are entered directly in the
comments section of the Response
Centre’s webpage and after
submission, the person immediately
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receives a copy of the comments by e-
mail.

The Dutch WHO-FIC CC intends to
use this service on a request for
comments for the 1ISO9999-ICF cross-
reference document. WHO-FIC
Collaborating Centres, RO’s and other
members of the Network are invited to
participate in the inquiry.
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The web address for this inquiry is:
http://www.who-
fic.nl/documents/is09999-icf.html

The online facility may be a useful tool
in the future but is not yet the official
commenting tool. Please try it as it
may become of great importance in our
efforts to increase efficiency in the
work of the WHO-FIC Network

RFC Collect Service

[ All Page 57 Comments ]

IS09999-ICF.doc
release! 2

Comment From Huib ten Napel
Page / Line 876

Marked text

09.12.30 TOILET ROLL HOLDERS
definition

Further information on document
preparation and procedures can be
found at http://rfc.who-fic.nl. Please
read the instructions carefully.

For information:

Drs Huib Ten Napel, Dpt Head Dutch
WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre,
Phone: +31 30 274 20 39,

E-mail: huib.ten.napel@rivm.nl

umMc ) stRadboud

WHO Family of International Classifications (FIC)

Devices for holding toilet paper in an accessible position

ICF

Hand and arm use (d445)
Toileting (d530)

Mature of comment

Comment an
Page57 / 6

|Editorial ¥|® minor © major

l Submit Comment l

Example of Request For Comment Collect Service window

New online browse facility for
Classifications

The WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre
for the Dutch language offers a
facility for browsing translated
versions of WHO-FIC Classifications
by means of CBrowser. This requires
local installing of CBrowser on a
MSWindows PC and connects the
user with the Centre’s Terminology
Server. Before the end of 2006,
CBrowser will be replaced by an
online browsing facility through a
web interface, which no longer

requires installing of local software.
This also makes it possible to offer

the services of online browsing for
classifications in other languages,
such as the ICPC-2, ICECI, 1S09999-
ICF in the English language, etc. This
change also implies availability on a
variety of operating systems, as well
as in firewall-protected environments.

The availability of the online browser
will be announced on the Centres

website and in the second Newsletter
of 2006 after the WHO-FIC Network

meeting in Tunis. A beta-version will
be available soon at the permanent
link_http://classifications.who-fic.nl.

For information:
newsletter@who-fic.nl
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ICF References

The following bibliographic items are
added to the Centre’s database of
ICF/ICIDH references:

2244

11th Annual NACC Conference on ICF:
Mapping the Clinical World to ICF

Mayo School of Continuing Medical Education,
tutorial and conference, June 2005

2224
ICIDH-2, Verschuivingen van perspectief
Revalidatie Magazine, 8-10

2242
Health and the Millennium Development Goals
WHO Geneva, 2005, 82 p

2241
World Health Statistics 2005
WHO Geneva, 2005, 95 p

2230
ICF, draft translation in Thai language
Bangkok May 2005, 299 p

2284 AIHW
Children with disabilities in Australia
Canberra 2004, 117 p

2288 AIHW

Disability and its relationship to health
conditions and other factors

Canberra 2004, 155 p

2289 AIHW

A functioning and related health outcomes
module, Testing and refining a data capture tool
for health and community services information
systems

Canberra 2005, 42 p

2287 AIHW
Disability and disability services in Australia
Canberra 2006, 83 p

2285 AIHW

Disability support services 2003-04: National
data on services provided under the
Commonwealth State/Territory Disability
Agreement

Canberra 2005, 124 p

2271 Alant E, Bornman J, Loyd LL
Issues in AAC research: How much do we
really understand?

Disabil and Rehabil 2006 28(3)

143-150

2251 Albrecht GL, Bickenbach J, Mitchell
DT, Schalick 111 WO, Snyder SL
Encyclopedia of Disability 2005, 5 Volumes

! The database is available at
http://www.rivm.nl/who-fic/icf.htm, a page in
Dutch: click on "download docunmentation
ICF/ICIDH", a winzip file

2264 Aulagnier M, Verger P, Ravaud J-F,
Souville M, Lussault P-Y, Garnier J-P,
Paraponaris A

General practioners' attitudes towards patients
with disabilities: The need for training and
support

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(22) 1343-1352

2265 Bloemen-Vrencken JHA, Post MWM,
Hendriks JMS, Reus ECE de, Witte LP de
Health problems of persons with spinal cord
injury living in the Netherlands

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(22) 1381-1390

2311 Boldt C, Brach M, Grill E, Berthou A,
Meister K, Scheuringer M, Stucki G

The ICF categories identified in nursing
interventions administered to neurological
patients with post-acute rehabilitation needs
Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(7-8) 431-436

2304 Boldt C, Grill E, Wildner M, Portenier
L, Wilke S, Stucki G, Kostanjsek N, Quittan
M

ICF Core Set for patients with cardiopulmonary
conditions in the acute hospital

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(7-8) 375-380

2301 Borchers M, Cieza A, Sigl T, Kollerits
B, Kostanjsek N, Stucki G

Content comparison of osteoporosis-targeted
health status measures in relation to the
International Classification of Functioning,
Disability and Health (ICF)

Clin Rheumatol. 2005 24(2) 139-144

2344 Borchers M, Krdling P, Sigl T, Stucki G
ICF-basiertes Assessment in der rehabilitativen
Therapie — dargestellt anhand des ICF-
Modellblatts am Beispiel Kniegelenksarthrose
Phys Med Rehab Kuror 2005 15(2) 210-215

2254 Botner EM, Miller WC, Eng JJ
Measurement properties of the Activities-
specific Balance Confidence Scale among
individuals with stroke

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(4) 156-163

2329 Brach M, Cieza A, Stucki G, Fussl M,
Cole A, Ellerin BE, Fialka-Moser V,
Kostanjsek N, Melvin J

ICF Core Sets for breast cancer

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 121-127

2272 Brakel WH van, Anderson AM,
Mutatkar RK, Bakirtzief Z, Nicholls PG,
Raju MS, Das-Pattanajak RK

The Participation Scale: Measuring a key
concept in public health

Disabil and Rehabil 2006 28(4) 193-204

2345 Brockow T, Cieza A, Franke T, Ewert
T, Stucki G, Resch KL

Methodik zur systematischen ldentifikation von
ICF-Doménen in Kklinischen Studien

In: Verband Deutscher Rentenversicherungs-
trager (Hrsg.): 11. Rehabilitationswissen-
schaftliches Kolloquium. Sonderausgabe der
DRV 2002 33 258-260

2319 Brockow T, Cieza A, Kuhlow H, Sigl T,
Franke T, Harder M, Stucki G

Identifying the concepts contained in outcome
measures of clinical trials on musculoskeletal
disorders and chronic wide spread pain using
the International Classification of Functioning,
Disability and Health as a reference

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 30-36

2280 Brumfitt S

Psychosocial aspects of aphasia: Speech and
language therapists' views on professional
practice

Disabil and Rehabil 2006 28(8) 523-534

2245 Bruyére SM, Van Looy SA, Peterson D
International Classification of Functioning,
Disability and Health: Contemporary Literature
Overview

Rehabilitation Psychology 2005 50(2) 113-121

2220 Busschbach JJ van, etc.
Gelijke monniken, verschillende kappen
Medisch Contact 2000 55(40) 1395-1397

2334 Cieza A, Brockow T, Ewert T, Amman
E, Kolleritz B, Chatterji S, Uestuen B, Stucki
G

Linking health-status measurements to the
international classification of functioning,
disability and health

J Rehabil Med 2002 34(5) 205-210

2330 Cieza A, Chatterji S, Andersen C,
Cantista P, Herceg M, Melvin J, Stucki G, de
Bie R

ICF Core Sets for depression

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 128-134

2298 Cieza A, Geyh S, Chatterji S,
Kostanjsek N, Ustiin B, Stucki G

ICF linking rules: an update based on lessons
learned

J Rehabil Med 2005 37(4) 212-218

2323 Cieza A, Schwarzkopf SR, Sigl T,
Stucki G, Melvin J, Stoll T, Woolf A,
Kostanjsek N, Walsh N

ICF Core Sets for osteoporosis

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 81-86

2325 Cieza A, Stucki A, Geyh S, Berteanu M,
Quittan M, Simon A, Kostanjsek N, Stucki
G, Walsh N

ICF Core Sets for chronic ischaemic heart
disease

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 94-99

2336 Cieza A, Stucki G

Understanding functioning, disability and health
in rheumatoid arthritis — the basis for
rehabilitation care

Curr Opin Rheumatol 2005 17(2) 183-189

2321 Cieza A, Stucki G, Weigl M, Disler P,
Jackel W, van der Linden S, Kostanjsek N,
de Bie R

ICF Core Sets for low back pain

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 69-74
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2320 Cieza A, Stucki G, Weigl M, Kullmann
L, Stoll T, Kamen L, Kostanjsek N, Walsh N
ICF Core Sets for chronic widespread pain

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 63-68

2283 Colenbrander A

Visual standards - aspects and ranges of vison
loss

ICO report, Sydney 2002 32 p

2239 College of Occupational Therapists
Guidance for the use of the International
calssification of functioning, disability and
health and the Otawa charter for health
promotion in occupational therapy services
London

College of Occupational Therapists 2004

2234 Crawford SA, Strain B, Gregg B,
Walsh DM, Porter-Armstrong AP

An investigation of the impact of the Force
Sensing Array pressure mapping system on the
clinical judgement of occupational therapists
Clinical Rehabilitation 2005 19(2) 224-331

2258 Deeg, DIJH

Longitudinal characterization of course types of
functional limitations

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(5) 253-262

2322 Dreinhofer K, Stucki G, Ewert T,
Huber E, Ebenbichler G, Gutenbrunner Ch,
Kostanjsek N, Cieza A

ICF Core Sets for osteoarthritis

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 75-80

2252 English CK, Hillier SL

The sensitivity of three commonly used
outcome measures to detect change among
patients receiving inpatient rehabilitation
following stroke

Clinical Rehabilitation 2006 20 52-55

2348 Ewert T, Cieza A, Stucki G
Die ICF in der Rehabilitation
Phys Med Rehab Kuror 2002 12 157-162

2347 Ewert T, Cieza A, Stucki G
ICF in rehabilitation
Ergother Rehabil 2003 42(1) 5-11

2318 Ewert T, Fuessl M, Cieza A, Andersen
C, Chatterji S, Kostanjsek N, Stucki G
Identification of the most common patient
problems in patients with chronic conditions
using the ICF checklist

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 22-29

2346 Ewert T, Geyh S, Grill E, Cieza A,
Zaisserer S, Stucki G

Die Anwendung der ICF in der
Neurorehabilitation anhand des ICF-
Modellblattes und der ICF Core-Sets
Neurol Rehabil 2005 11(4) 179-188

2303 Ewert T, Grill E, Bartholomeyczik S,
Finger M, Mokrusch T, Kostanjsek N, Stucki
G

ICF Core Set for patients with neurological
conditions in the acute hospital

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(7-8) 367-373

2268 Gagnon B, Noreau L, Vincent C
Reliability of the seated psotural control
measure for adult wheelchair users

Disabil and Rehabil 2006 27(24) 1479- 1492

2331 Geyh S, Cieza A, Schouten J, Dickson
H, Frommelt P, Omar Z, Kostanjsek N, Ring
H, Stucki G

ICF Core Sets for stroke

J Rehab Med 2004 Suppl 44 135-141

2238 Geyh S, Cieza A, Schouten J, Dickson
H, Frommelt P, Omar Z, Kostanjsek N, Ring
H, Stucki G

ICF Core Sets of Stroke

J of Rehabilitation Medicine 2004 Supp 44 135-
141

2292 Goossen WTF, Kruk P van der, Oud
NE

Standaarden voor de verpleegkundige en
verzorgende beroepsgroep in Nederland: de
vertaling van de ICNP® Beta 2 en evaluatie van
CEN Nursys I1SO reference terminology model,
eindrapport Nursys

Koudekerk aan den Rijn 2003 versie 1.ocorr
9p

2302 Grill E, Ewert T, Chatterji S,
Kostanjsek N, Stucki G

ICF Core Set development for the acute hospital
and early post-acute rehabilitation facilities
Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(7-8) 361-366

2309 Grill E, Hermes R, Swoboda W,
Uzarewicz C, Kostanjsek N, Stucki G

ICF Core Set for geriatric patients in early post-
acute rehabilitation facilities

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(7-8) 411-417

2313 Grill E, Huber EO, Stucki G, Herceq
M, Fialka-Moser V, Quittan M
Identification of relevant ICF categories by
patients in the acute hospital

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(7-8) 447-458

2314 Grill E, Lipp B, Boldt C, Stucki G,
Koenig E

Identification of relevant ICF categories by
patients with neurological conditions in early
post-acute rehabilitation facilities

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(7-8) 459-465

2312Grill E, Quittan M, Huber OE, Boldt C,
Stucki G

Identification of relevant ICF categories by
health professionals in the acute hospital
Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(7-8) 437-445

2315 Grill E, Stucki G, Boldt C, Joisten S,
Swoboda W

Identification of relevant ICF categories by
geriatric patients in an early post-acute
rehabilitation facility

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(7-8) 467-473

2286 Hartley S, Murira G, Mwangoma M,
Carter J

Women in action, Improving the quality of
disabled children's lives

Bangalore 2005 95p

2231Hazelhoff E
De toepassingsmogelijkheden van classificaties
Issue 2002 4 1-2

2281 Heerkens YF, Ravensberg van CD
Het gebruik van de ICF wordt gewoon!
Issue 2005 3 2

2274 Helvik A-S, Jacobsen G, Wennberg S,
Arnesen H, Ringdahl A, Hallberg IR-M
Activity limitation and participation restriction
in adults seeking hearing aid fitting and
rehabilitation

Disabil and Rehabil 2006 28(5) 281-288

2257 Jagger C, Barberger-Gateau P, Robine
J-M

Disability in older people - indicators, process
and outcomes - Editorial

Disabil and Rehabil 2005 27(5) 209-212

2255 Jagger C, Barberger-Gateau P, Robine
J-M

Disability in older people - indicators, process
and outcomes

Disabil and Rehabil, special issue

2005 27(5) 209-285

2259 Jagger C, Spiers N, Arthur A
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